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Swinbrook & Widford Parish Council Meeting  
Wednesday 26th May 2016 

 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at the Village Hall, Swinbrook, Burford, on Wednesday 25th May 
2016 at 6.00pm 

 
  
 
 
  
 
 

Present 

John Matthews (Chairman), Linda Ballie (LB), Jeremy Duckworth (JD), Neil Norridge 
(NN),  
In attendance: Lisa Harrop (Clerk) 

0001 Apologies 
Apologies were received from Andrew Mitchell (AM) 

 
0002 
 

Declarations of Interest 
There were no declarations of interest 

 
0003 
 

Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting held on 15th November 2015 were approved and signed as a 
true record.  
 
Announcement of new Clerk 
JM thanked Linda for  

 
 
 

Announcement 
JM announced Lisa Harrop as the new Parish Clerk and thanked Linda Ballie for her 18 
years as the Parish Clerk.  Linda will be remaining as a Parish Councillor. 

 
0004 Swin Lane 

LB to look back at old minutes regarding Swin Lane and see if there is any mention on any 
conditions associated to the properties the timing would be around the 1930’s.  LB 
confirmed that AM had some further information which AM could cover at the next 
meeting.  JM to contact Caroline Fortescue ex councillor to check to explore Swin Lane 
history.  JM consulted Land Registry and Cottesway still registered as owners. 

  
0005 Planning 

1. Applications 
16/01485/HHD Court Cottage East, Swinbrook 
Single Storey Double Garage. Erection of a single storey double garage for residential use 
ancillary to Court Cottage East.  The plans have been passed around the Parish Council 
and Linda informed JM, JD, NN that comments should be submitted online.  AM still has 
to see the plans. 

 
0006 Swinbrook Place 

JM informed the meeting that he had been in contact with the surveyor located in Bicester, 
that the current owners had tried to sell the property however were not successful so have 
decided to renovate the property instead which JM was advised that this will take the 
remainder of the year and will require scaffolding to be erected.  JM to check the planning 
application regarding any conditions on the planning permission, also the outbuilding that 
has been removed needs to be reinstated as it is a listed.  Check for off street parking 
provision, and confirm the dimensions of the extension, also confirm that correct signage is 

in place.   
 

0007 Queen’s 90th Birthday Picnic 
LH to speak to Robin Meech to confirm that we can use the Church Glebe and if there is a 
service on the Sunday morning for the Village picnic.  Once confirmed send an email to the 
village residents informing them of the date.  In the event of bad weather the venue will be 
held in the village hall.  The picnic will be from 12pm onwards and everyone will be asked 
to bring their own food and drink.  LH confirmed that a committee will be formed to plan. 
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0008 Village Hall 
LB has spoken to someone who has managed to secure grants for their village hall at 
Finstock.  LB confirmed that this village had demolished the hall and rebuilt.  LB said that 
we should look at what grants are available.  JD also mentioned that we should look to 
market the new hall and use this as a justification on the grant applications.JM to contact 
Lynne Newin at W.O.D.C. 

 
0009 Village Green/Retreat Cottage Stile 

The village green needs cutting back along with the Village Hall Garden.  There is no 
contract for grass cutting at the moment, JD suggested that he gets Carl to provide a quote 
to do the work.  LB & JM confirmed it would be good to get this completed before the 
Queen’s Birthday Picnic on the 12th June. Robin to let us know about the Church Bank.  
JM to arrange for a contractor to fix the Stile at Retreat Cottage. 

 
0010  Broadband 

JD to pick up with Hugo Pickering at Cotswolds Broadband to find out what is happening.  
JD confirmed that the BT community plan would not be suitable for Swinbrook.  JD also 
confirmed that the Exchange box had been upgraded and Fibre was now available in the 
village, however this is only to Hit and Miss Cottages, meaning that the properties in South 
Lawn were still unable to benefit from faster broadband speeds. Neil very disappointed that 
in South Lawn they are still unable to get any form of broadband. 

 
0011  Village Bus 

LB received a letter regarding the village bus, the Wednesday & Tuesday has been 
withdrawn and now only a Thursday service to Witney will be provided.  PC decided not to 
respond since not enough Swinbrook users of the bus service. 

 
0012 Emergency Plan 

JM to complete the form and send it off. JD asked what the emergency plan was and LB 
confirmed that it should contain details of at least 4 people who are available 24 hours to 
be contacted in the case of an emergency.  JM confirmed that the Village Hall would be 
the meeting point.   

 
0013 Website 

LH confirmed that unfortunately www.swinbrook.co.uk has already been registered, 
however www.swinbrookvillage.co.uk is available. The Costs for registering this domain 
name is £13.98 for 2 years, £34.95 for 5 years or £69.90 for 10 years.  LH also confirmed 
that the hosting costs for the website for 13GB for year would be £85 per annum.  LH 
confirmed that this would sufficient storage to begin with.  JD asked whether it would be 
worth considering including the other villages surrounding Swinbrook, like Asthall, Widford. 
Fordwells & Asthall Leigh.  LH confirmed that we could consider this and would look to see 
if the domain name www.windrushvalley.co.uk is available.  JD and LH also confirmed that 
a Website committee should be created to discuss ideas and decide on what should be on 
the website.  LB was concerned that the website might overshadow or duplicate the 
Chronicle, however JD commented that they could complement each other.  Along with 
this JD emphasised the need to ensure all village emails are blind copied. 

 
 

0014 
 
 
 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
JD confirmed that the PC was in good financial health.  However he informed the PC that 
we should look to spend funds as this could have an impact on the Precept going forward 
if the PC had too many funds.  Details and figures to be presented for the minutes book at 
a later date. 

 
0015 There being no other business the meeting closed at 7.10pm 
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